
 

 
 
 
                                                                              June 4, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Robert Foy, Ph.D.  

Director, Alaska Fisheries Science Center  
 
 
FROM:    James W. Balsiger, Ph.D.  

Administrator, Alaska Region  
 
SUBJECT:    Essential Fish Habitat Spending Plan for Fiscal Year 2020 
 
 
This memorandum confirms the allocation of fiscal year 2020 (FY 2020) Essential Fish Habitat 
(EFH) research funds between the Alaska Region and the Alaska Fisheries Science Center 
detailed in the February 10, 2020 memo.  Region’s Habitat Conservation Division and the 
Center’s Habitat and Ecological Processes Research Program collaboratively develop an annual 
EFH spending plan to address EFH management priorities and science needs.  
 
For FY 2020, the Region will direct $322,316 to the Center for EFH research and the Center will 
add $75,000 to this effort. Thus, a total of $397,316 will fully-fund the top six highly ranked 
EFH Research Projects (Table 1).  
 
This EFH research funding is in addition to the Office of Habitat Conservation’s Refine EFH 
funds supporting the projects in Table 2. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions.   
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Table 1. FY 2020 EFH research Proposals 

PIs Title Multi-year Status Priority Scientific 
Score Amount Running Total 

Laman, Pirtle, 
Rooper, Hurst 

Advancing Essential Fish Habitat 
(EFH) Species Distribution Modeling 
(SDM) Descriptions and Methods for 

North Pacific Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP) Species 

2nd year of a  
2 year proposal 1 4.13 $145,278 $145,278 

Rooney, Laurel, 
Holsman 

Evaluating seasonal habitat use and 
movements by juvenile age-1+ Pacific 

cod in the Gulf of Alaska 
single year 2 4.10 $72,766 218,044 

Yeung, 
Copeman, Matta, 

Pirtle, Spies 

Nearshore essential habitats of juvenile 
flatfish in the eastern and northern 

Bering Sea. 
single year 3 3.94 $108,892 326,936 

Hoff, Hachn, 
Helser, Britt, 
Rooper, Boldt 

Condition indicators for Pacific Cod 
and Walleye Pollock from the eastern 

Bering Sea 

1st year of a 3 
year proposal 4 3.65 $59,880 386,816 

 

Miller 
Using drones to update and enhance 

essential fish habitat eelgrass/substrate 
maps 

single year 5 3.25 $10,500 397,316 

 

Table 2: FY 2020 Office of Habitat Conservation Refine EFH Proposals 

PIs Title Amount 
Maselko, Lunsford, 

Larson, Olson, Pochardt,  
MacLean, Hoffman 

Pilot project using eDNA metabarcoding to improve nearshore 
consultations and EFH maps and descriptions. 

$30,000 

Yasumiishi, Cunningham, 
Pirtle, Thorson 

Spatio-temporal environmental covariates to refine salmon EFH within the 
Bering and Chukchi seas of the U.S. EEZ. 

$85,000 
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